Florida Blue Key
Homecoming 2011
Education Celebration Awards                                                                                                 

Dear University of Florida Community, 

  	Each year as a part of Homecoming, Florida Blue Key honors faculty members at the University of Florida with the Distinguished Faculty Award. Florida Blue Key also introduced the Distinguished Department Award during Homecoming 2010, which is presented to a UF department that strives for continued success of their students. This award recognizes the UF department that demonstrates the highest degree of commitment to scholarship and academic success. The winner of this year’s award will receive $1000 sponsored by the Office of the Provost.

 	The selection of these awards will be decided by a committee appointed by the 2011 Education Celebration Director and will be presented at the 2011 Education Celebration on Thursday, October 20th, 2011 at 5:00PM in the Rion Ballroom. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]  	The nomination forms for the Distinguished Department Award are due Wednesday September 26th at 5:00PM in the Florida Blue Key Office. Both students and faculty members may nominate others for the awards. For more information, e-mail Warren Burgher at warren.burgher@ufhomecoming.org. 

In addition to this prestigious award, Florida Blue Key would like to announce that Gator Growl 2011, the world’s largest student run production, will be held on Friday November 4th.  This year’s talent includes comedian Joel McHale and the band the Goo Goo Dolls.  Come ready to cheer on your Florida Gators! Faculty and Staff are eligible to purchase tickets for $25. Please visit www.gatorgrowl.org for more information. 

Go Gators, 

Warren Burgher
Education Celebration Director, 2011

Award Criteria:
The Distinguished Department Award is designed to showcase the work of each department and recognize one outstanding department for exceptional performance in promoting the continued success of students at the University of Florida. (Nomination made by Chair of the Department, Faculty, Staff, or Student). 
For the nomination please write a letter of support stating why you nominated the department for the award. The letter should address the following criteria:

Innovation and improvement in the past few years in the following:

· Curriculum/Teaching
· Advising/Teaching
· Opportunities to engage in research projects
· Opportunities for internships, service learning, and studying abroad


Instructions for Education Celebration Awards:

1) Complete Parts I, II, and III electronically or turn in a hard copy to the Florida Blue Key Office. Please print the entire Nomination Form. 

2) Mail or fax the following by September 26th to Warren Burgher:
	The Official Nomination Form
	Up to three additional letters in support of your nominee
	Any other relevant information that the committee may find helpful in reaching its decision.      (Please limit CV to 10 pages.)

3) The chair of the department may submit up to five pages highlighting the accomplishments of the department this past year. The Chair of the department may also submit up to three letters of recommendation from department members to aid the Selection Committee in making their decision.

Send all material by September 26th to:
Education Celebration
Attn: Warren Burgher 
UF Homecoming 2011
364 J. Wayne Reitz Union
P.O. Box 118505
Gainesville, FL 32611
Phone: (352) 273-0829
Fax: (352) 392-2963

Official Nomination Form
PART I: NOMINEE INFORMATION
Name:__________________________________________________________________
		Department Name and College 
PART II: REASON FOR NOMINATION
      Please attach a sheet explaining the distinguishing qualities and/or achievements of the nominated department. Nominations should cover the criteria listed under the description for each award. You may attach up to three letters in support of your nomination. Please limit letters of nomination to 500 words.
PART III: NOMINATOR INFORMATION
Name: _______________________________________________________________________
		   Last				 First				UFID #

Campus Address: _______________________________________________________________________
			Street			City		        State	 Zip Code
Campus Phone Number/Cell: (     ) ________________________ 
Years at the University of Florida: _______
E-mail Address: _____________________________________ 
Department: ___________________________
          Student? If yes, indicate UF Classification: _____________________________
          Faculty? If yes, indicate Position: _________________________________

The 2011 Distinguished Faculty Award, the 2011 Distinguished Mentor of Undergraduate Research Award, and the Distinguished Departmental Award will be presented at the 2011 Education Celebration on Thursday, October 20th, 2011 at 5:00 PM in the Rion Ballroom. 


